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Our community’s children need you!

District seeks community’s support for afterschool program through microgrant
ERLANGER, Ky. (September 14, 2018) – The Erlanger-Elsmere Independent School District needs
our community’s help to ensure the afterschool program at Howell Elementary continues to change lives
of children and families in our community.
For years, Howell Elementary and the RC Durr YMCA have partnered to provide a beneficial and
structured after-school environment for hundreds of children of working parents in our region. Programs
like this one are known to boost academic performance, reduce risky behaviors and even promote
physical health. But now, the program is in danger because of unexpected funding cuts.
“The grant funding that has supported our life-changing afterschool program has been significantly
reduced this year,” said Dr. Kathy Burkhardt, superintendent of Erlanger-Elsmere Schools. “We have a
number of families on a waiting list just to attend.”
The school district has partnered with the United Way to establish a microgrant in the amount of $25,000
that will save the program – which is offered to participants free of charge – and allow it to operate at its
fullest potential.
“This essential program offers a safe, educational environment after school for students within Howell
Elementary,” said Rebecca Nooe, Senior Program Director for the YMCA. “It is a true extension of the
school day, helping with tutoring and academics, and provides a plethora of enrichment opportunities.”
To support the grant, anyone – friends and relatives, community members, businesses, and more – can
give a monetary gift of any size. Once the grant’s total is fulfilled it will provide the needed funding to
extend the afterschool program to serve 50 more children.
“If we can encourage many people to make a financial investment in our community’s children it will
make a meaningful and lasting impact,” Dr. Burkhardt said. “Even the smallest gift will add up to making
a big difference.”
To make a gift:
Visit the grant’s page directly on the United Way website:
https://www.uwgc.org/give/ways-to-give/howell-elementary-campaign
Or access the link from the school district’s webpage:
http://www.erlanger.kyschools.us/
About the program
The afterschool program at Howell Elementary is a 21st Century Community Learning Center, an
extended day program that allow students to participate in homework study with certified teachers, work
on academic interventions, and explore academic enrichments in a safe, fun atmosphere. The program is
a partnership between the Erlanger-Elsmere School District and the RC Durr YMCA.
It is the mission of the Erlanger-Elsmere Schools to embrace and attend
to the individual needs of our students, regardless of the obstacles.
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A key component of the program is time for homework and interventions, when students work with
certified teachers to continue work on the assignments, concepts and subjects they are working on
during the school day. During academic enrichment, students participate in clubs that change daily and
align with common core standards. At Howell, for example, there is a Video Club that is working to make
a movie – from writing a script, developing storyboards, filming, editing, and everything else behind the
scenes.
About Erlanger-Elsmere Schools
Erlanger-Elsmere Independent School District provides a nurturing environment for students in four
elementary schools, one middle school, one high school and one alternative school: Arnett, Howell,
Lindeman and Miles Elementary Schools; Tichenor Middle School; Lloyd Memorial High School; and
Bartlett Educational Center. We serve a culturally diverse population of about 2,200 students who live
within a five-square-mile area with a total population of approximately 20,000 people. Visit:
www.erlanger.kyschools.us
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